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“As we have been united in the 
profession of faith, so let us keep 
ourselves united in suffrage and 
intercession.” 

(Fr. Alberione) 
 
 
 
 
 

 

At 11 p.m. Sunday, 14 August 2011, on the vigil of the feast of the assumption into heaven of Mary 
most Holy, our confrere Fr. Virgílio Tito Ribeiro da Silva, first Portguese Pauline priest, has been 
called to heaven.  

FR. VIRGÍLIO TITO RIBEIRO DA SILVA  
82 years, 59 years of Pauline life, 54 years of priesthood 

Fr. Virgílio Ribeiro da Silva, was born on 18 December 1928, in Vales do Rio, a municipality of Covilhã, 
of the diocese of Guarda, in Portugal, and on the same day he has been baptized. He is the first of five 
brothers and two sisters.  

At twelve years of age, in 1941, he entered the minor Seminary of Fundão where he stayed for five years. 
After some time, in 1947, he entered the Seminary of the Missionary Institute of the Pious Society of Saint 
Paul recently founded, in Rua do Lumiar, Lisbon. Receiving him among the first seminarians was Fr. 
Francesco Saverio Boano, founder of the Congregation in Portugal. Here he made his high school studies, 
and he was admitted into the novitiate in 1951 and made his first religious Profession in 1952. As it was 
customary for students more advanced in years, he helped in the scholastic formation of the younger ones, 
teaching Portuguese, mathematics and geometry, subjects he excelled in.  

After finishing his philosophical studies in Lisbon, Fr. Virgílio came to Rome for theological studies at 
the Pauline International College. In Rome he was ordained a priest on 25 January 1957: the first Pauline 
priest of Portuguese origin. Back in Portugal, he continued his work as a teacher, first with the aspirants after 
which he became formator from 1962 to 1991. In the same period he also carried out apostolic activity in our 
printing press and warehouse, and was Superior of the community of Apelação for several mandates. He was 
also asked to exercise his priestly ministry for the Parishes of Lumiar and Ameixoeira from 1959 to 1962. 
When the seat of the Institute was transferred to Apelação, a municipality of Loures, in 1963 he continued 
the same parish commitment at Frielas and Apelação. In this parish he worked for the construction of the 
new church which he finished. Many are the Parishes that knew of his priestly zeal. In 1992 he transferred to 
Fatima where he was Director of the Bookstore Paulus for several years. In 2002 he was named in charge of 
the animation of the Pauline Cooperators. His competence in the field of spiritual direction led him to 
dedicate himself almost exclusively to this ministry, attracting persons from every part of the country and 
offering to all those who consulted him comfort and solution to their spiritual problems.  

His health, however, aggravated day after day and little by little he was released from his various 
responsibilities. Upon his transfer to the community of Apelação, he dedicated himself above all to the 
apostolate of prayer and suffering. As his health became worse during the last weeks, it was necessary to 
have him admitted to the hospital until the evening of 14 August during which he died following an acute 
pulmonary pathology.  

All those who have known him, Paulines or not, have appreciated his capacity to welcome and to show 
concern while listening, his qualities as a pastor, confessor and spiritual director.  

We recommend this our Confrere to the Father and we invoke for him His infinite mercy which saves and 
justifies. And may he intercede for all of us before the Lord, especially for the apostolic needs of the Paulines 
in the land of Portugal.  
 
Rome, 16 August 2011            
        Fr. Carlo Cibien (ff) 
 
 
 
The Superiors of Circumscription are to inform their communities for the prescribed suffrages (Const. 65 and 65.1). 


