ADDRESS OF THE NEW SUPERIOR GENERAL, FR. SILVIO SASSI

Most Holy Father, 

Thank you for receiving us: for us, this is an experience of ecclesial communion lived with intensity. 
Before you are the 60 participants to the 8th General Chapter of the Society of St. Paul, coming from 28 countries of five continents. 
With a grateful spirit, speaking for all our Confreres and in the name of the Institutions of the Pauline Family, we address to you our gratitude for having proclaimed Blessed, on 27 April last year, our Founder, Don Giacomo Alberione. 

The seal of the Church on the life and works of Blessed Don Alberione is a guarantee from God that inspires all the reflection and planning of our General Chapter which has, as its theme, “To be St. Paul alive today. A Congregation that strains forward.” 
In order “to be St. Paul alive today”, at the start of the year 1900, Blessed Don Alberione, guided by the divine spirit, started our Congregation in order to let the proclamation of Christ Master, Way, Truth and Life reach the masses distant from the Church, by making the most of the communication possibilities of the press and, eventually, of the other means of communication. 

We, Paulines of the third millennium, in order “to be St. Paul alive today” in creative fidelity to the Founder, want above all to further pursue the commitment of evangelization by making use of all the technologies of communication, but, assuming in full the complexity of today’s communication, we also commit ourselves to embrace the indication that comes to us from the encyclical  Redemptoris Missio (no. 37c) to consider the current communication as an unheard of culture that cannot remain deprived of Christ’s proclamation.  

In the spirit of the Apostle Paul, we desire to be, in the Church and for the Church, a frontier “laboratory” for considering communication through network an opportunity for the Gospel and for “speaking of everything in a Christian manner.” 
Your Holiness, our wish on this day 13 May also recalls what happened to you on 13 May 1981 at St. Peter’s Square: would that our Lady of Fatima be the mother of the whole Church and Queen of the apostles of communication. Thank you, Your Holiness. 
